3f 





Application No. 


Applicant(s) 




Notice of Allowability 


10/685,273 


FLINTHAM, STUART A. 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Jeremy Luks 


2837 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to the Amendment filed on March 27, 2006 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 5. 8. 20. 24. 25 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 5, 8, 20, 24 and 25 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

2. With respect to Claim 5, the subject matter of this claim is allowable because the 
prior art fails to further teach the limitations describing the combination of an apertured 
flange having an outer border with a flared rounded portion complemental to the flared 
rounded portion of each of said end plate and said open end of said body, said 
apertured flange having an inner border defined by an aperture therethrough, wherein 
said element in said body is removed and replaced through said aperture, wherein said 
body extends axially along an axis between first and second axially distally opposite 
axial ends, said first axial end being said open end, and wherein said flared rounded 
portions of said end plate and of said open end of said body and of said apertured 
flange are all axially aligned, and wherein said flared rounded portion of said apertured 
flange is located axially between and in engagement with each of said flared rounded 
portion of said end plate and said flared rounded portion of said open end of said body. 

3. With respect to Claim 8, the subject matter of this claim is allowable because the 
prior art fails to further teach the limitations describing the combination an apertured 
flange having an outer border with a flared rounded portion complemental to the flared 
rounded portion of each of said end plate and said open end of said body, said 
apertured flange having an inner border defined by an aperture therethrough, wherein 
said element in said body is removed and replaced through said aperture, wherein said 
body extends axially along an axis between first and second axially distally opposite 
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axial ends, said first axial end being said open end, and wherein said flared rounded 
portions of said end plate and of said open end of said body and of said apertured 
flange are all axially aligned, and wherein said flared rounded portion of said apertured 
flange is located axially between said flared rounded portion of said end plate and said 
flared rounded portion of said open end of said body, wherein said flared rounded 
portion of said apertured flange has a first arcuate surface facing in a first axial direction 
away from said second axial end of said body, and has a second arcuate surface facing 
in a second axial direction toward said second axial end of said body said second axial 
direction being opposite to said first axial direction, and wherein said first arcuate 
surface of said flared rounded portion of said apertured flange engages said flared 
rounded portion of said end plate, and said second arcuate surface of said flared 
rounded portion of said apertured flange engages said flared rounded portion of said 
open end of said body, wherein said open end of said body has a first section extending 
axially along said first axial. 

4. With respect to Claim 20, the subject matter of this claim is allowable because 
the prior art fails to further teach the limitations describing the combination an apertured 
flange having an axially extending sidewalls and comprising inserting said apertured 
flange into a body with said sidewalls in abutting relation, and flaring at least one of said 
sidewalls to a flared rounded configuration having a convex curvature facing in a first 
axial direction away from said second axial end of said body for receiving an end plate 
clamped thereto wherein said sidewall of said body has a pre-flared laterally extending 
portion at a first end, said sidewall of said apertured flange has a pre-flared laterally 
extending portion at a first end extending laterally beyond said first end of s-aid sidewall 
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of said body, and comprising engaging first end of said sidewall of said apertured flange 
with a mandrel having a curved engagement surface, and moving said mandrel laterally 
inwardly toward said body to further flare and curl said sidewall of said apertured flange 
around-said first end of said sidewall of said body, and continuing to move said mandrel 
laterally inwardly to further flare and curl of both of said sidewalls around-said open end 
of said body wherein at the completion of said continued movement of said mandrel, 
said first end of said sidewall of said body is spaced laterally outwardly of said first end 
of said sidewall of said apertured flange by a lateral gap therebetween, and comprising 
engaging said curled and flared sidewall of said apertured flange with a second 
mandrel, and moving said second mandrel laterally inwardly to close said lateral gap 
and move said first end of said sidewall of said body laterally into engagement with said 
first end of said sidewall of said apertured flange. 

5. With respect to Claim 24, the subject matter of this claim is allowable because 
the prior art fails to further teach the limitations describing the combination a second 
section of said apertured flange being laterally outward of and engaging said second 
section of said open end of said body, said second section of said open end of said 
body being laterally outward of and engaging said third section of said apertured flange, 
said third section of said apertured flange being laterally outward of and engaging said 
first section of said open end of said body, said first section of said open end of said 
body being laterally outward of and engaging said first section of said apertured flange. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeremy Luks whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2707. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:30-6:00, and 
alternating Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula Bradley can be reached on (571) 272-2800 x33. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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